
 

 

Calendar 

29 Nov Yr 6 Orientation Day 
30 Nov Leader’s Speeches 
6 Dec P&C Meeting 
8 Dec Presentation Day 2pm 
9 Dec Colour Explosion 
15 Dec Class Awards 
16 Dec Class Party - Last day of Term 4 

for students 
19 & 20 Dec SDD for staff – no students on site 

Library Books 
Students can no longer borrow library books as of 
next week. It would be appreciated if all books 
can be returned by next Monday 5 December. 
Overdue notices went home last week with 
students as a reminder. Thank you. 
 
End of Year Class Party - Reminder 
Party day will be held on the last day for students, 
Friday 16 December.  This will be held at school. 
The cost will be $7.50 each. 
Please complete the tear off slip at the end of the 
newsletter and return with payment by Friday 9 
December. Unfortunately, late orders cannot be 
accepted after this date. Additionally, please let 
us know if your child has an allergy or will be 
bringing their own lunch. We are so happy we can 
celebrate such a big year.  
 
Christmas Raffle - Reminder 
The raffle will be drawn on Presentation Day. 
Please return tickets and money by 6 December. 
Tickets are $2 each.   
Prizes: 
1st - Ham  
2nd - $50 Woolworths gift card and chocolate 
basket 
3rd - $50 Coles voucher and a Christmas Pudding  
 

Invoices- Reminder 
Invoices have been sent home and will need to be 
paid by the end of November thank you.  Please 
see either Mrs Bird or Mrs Leary if you require 
help in paying school fees. 
 
P&C Meeting 
The next P&C meeting will be held on Tuesday 6 
December at 8:15am in the library. All parents 
and carers are welcome to attend. Also, a 
reminder to please like us on Facebook – Iona 
Public School Parents & Citizens Association. 
 
Christmas Hamper - Reminder 
P & C has once again provided a collection basket 
for contributions to our “Christmas Hamper” 
which is presented to the Salvation Army each 
year.  The basket will be placed in the entry foyer 
of the office area where it will be convenient to 
receive your most welcomed donations. 
 
Sentral Parent Portal App - Reminder 
We will be trialling the Sentral Parent Portal App 
with the aim of becoming paperless for 
permission notes and newsletters in 2023. Please 
complete the attached form and returned to the 
front office.  We apologise for duplication during 
this process as we will still be utilising Skoolbag 
while we trial Sentral. 
 
End of year Presentations- Reminder 
This year’s presentation ceremony will be held on 
Thursday 8 December at 2pm at the Woodville 
School of Arts Hall.  
The class award presentation assembly will 
commence at 9.30am on Thursday 15 December 
under the COLA.  
All parents/carers/cheer squads are welcome to 
attend both presentations. 
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Leader’s Elections-Reminder 
Our Year 5 students will be presenting their 
leadership speeches on Wednesday 30 November 
with our elections carried out on the same day. 
Following tradition, our leaders will be 
announced that afternoon at 3pm. We wish them 
good luck as they present themselves to the rest 
of the school. 
 
League Tag Gala Day 
A huge congratulations to our Year 1/2 league tag 
team that competed in the NRL Gala Day at 
Aberglasslyn on November 16. We played three 
games on the day - and we improved every time 
to finish with a nice win. Adharsh scored an 
incredible six tries throughout the day, Emma 
managed two tries and Riley beat everyone to 
score a spectacular try in the last game. The try 
scorers were supported in the field by Lara, Ivy, 
Clementine, Stella, Theo, Lucy and Thea. Thanks 
to the parents, grandparents and other 
supporters who cheered on the Iona PS team. If 
anyone is interested in giving league tag a go, 
there is a Christmas clinic at Charlestown on 
December 8. More details are available in the 
attached flyer. 

    
 

   
 

 

 
 
Wellbeing Programs  
The aim of the Rock and Water program is to 
teach young people skills of self-awareness, 
increase self-confidence and social functioning. 
Last week’s Rock and Water lesson was called 
"Beach and Tunnel". In this lesson we explored 
what it means to be a "beach person" - someone 
who is calm and confident, they express this 
through their body language. When we are 
"beach" our head is held high, we make eye 
contact and stand straight. We explored how this 
posture makes us feel and how this posture 
impacts the way that we interact with others. 
When we are "tunnel" we are closed off to the 
world, we have retreated into ourselves, our eyes 
are cast down, our shoulders hunched. This body 
language tells people that we are not confident, 
not able to speak for ourselves, not able to stand 
up for ourselves.  
Using these two ideas we explored the scenario 
of walking past a difficult group of strangers who 
were intimidating. The students each had their 
turn to be a "beach" and walk past the group 
without allowing the strangers to intimidate or 
scare them. 
 A fantastic way to consolidate learning is 
to teach what we know to somebody else. 
Perhaps families could find time to have their 
students teach them all about "beach and tunnel" 
and practice modelling being a beach at home.   
 
PBL lesson focus was: ‘Taking responsibility for 
my own learning.’  



 

 

Awards Week 7 
Merit Awards were presented in:- 
K-1 
Harley for giving his best effort in writing 
Piper for always being a kind and helpful 
classmate 
Sarah for responsibly caring for library books 
1 – 4 
Lucy for excellent skill and enthusiasm at the 
league tag gala day 
Phoebe for being a good role model for our 
younger students 
4 - 6 
Max B for working on his concentration skills 
Harry Mc for improving his collaboration skills 
Health & Safety 
Aishwarya for being safe on the concrete 
Sport 
Cameron for trying his best in handball 
Environmental 
Lainey for keeping the school tidy 
Peer Nominated Citizenship 
Cooper for being a good role model in front of 
younger students 

 
Classroom News 
K-1  
As we are approaching the end of the year, it is 
important to breathe as it can be very busy and 
overwhelming.  
In the next couple of weeks, we will start to wind 
down and reflect on our achievements. We look 
forward to celebrating these successes together 
next Thursday 8 December at our Presentation 
afternoon from 2pm and Thursday 15 December 
for class awards at 9.30am. 
In class we are focussing on revising concepts 
learnt this year in Literacy and Maths.  
Hands on activities and games will help 
consolidate learning in a fun and engaging way! 
Mrs Bird and Mrs Fraser 
 
1-4 
We are definitely on the downhill run now - just 
three weeks to go until all of our students 

graduate to the next year of their schooling. The 
year has really gone by in a blink. Here’s a quick 
look at what we’re squeezing in during the last 
few weeks of the year. 
 
Author study: Students continue to work on their 
digital Aaron Blabey book reviews. They are 
showing a good understanding of their chosen 
books and are displaying excellent technology 
skills as they bring it all together. 
Maths: In Week 8 the focus will be on number 
sentences and patterns as well as volume and 
capacity. We will revisit fractions, chance and 
probability in Week 9 and will enjoy some STEM 
activities in Week 10. 
News: 
Week 8 - Free choice 
Week 9 - If you were a famous author, what 
would you write about? 
Week 10 - Free choice 
History: We are continuing to learn about first 
contact. We will be creating a soundscape to 
represent traveling on a ship bound for Australia. 
Science: Students have finished their unit on 
night and day, and it’s been amazing to see the 
growth in their understanding of how our Earth, 
Sun and Moon interact. For the next couple of 
weeks we will be exploring Scratch coding. 
Ms Hartigan and Ms Tully 
 
4-6 
Author study: We have been finalising our Author 
study paper. Students have been collecting 
information about their chosen author and 
reading their book series in class and at home. 
Students will be presenting their papers in class in 
week 10.  
Maths: The focus of this week will be revising 
time, in week 9 we will be revising fractions and 
decimals.  
History: We will be investigating how a law is 
passed in the Australian Parliamentary system.  
Science: We will be focusing on their assessment 
of the solar system. Students are busy creating an 
interactive website as their assessment.  
Mr Tarry 
 



 

 

End of Year Party Day – Friday 16 December 
 
Name: _________________________________  Class:- ______ 
 
$7.50 per person, includes pizza, drink and treat bag.  Additional Pizza $4 
Pizza Choice (Dominoes Mini Pizza) 
Pepperoni  3 Meats  
Spicy Veg Trio  Ham + Cheese  
Margherita  Cheese  

 
Drink Choice 
Bottled Water  Can of Lemonade  

 
****Order and payment due to school by Friday 9 December**** 
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14 November 2022 

 
Sentral Parent Portal 

 
The Sentral Parent Portal has arrived! Our school has undertaken a new initiative, the Sentral Parent Portal. 
Our aim is to move into the digital era and create an environment of paperless communication between 
parent/carers and the school by the end of 2023. This will be our main communication method and will 
replace paper permission notes and newletters. 
 
To do this we need to check we have the right email address for you and understand any problems you 
might have in making this change. 
 
What do you need to do?? 
 

Tell us the email address you would like to use to access the portal. 

Email address: __________________________________________________________________ 

I _____________________________, parent/carer of ______________________________agree to being 

sent permission documents via the portal and this email address. 

Signature_____________________________________ Date __________________ 

Download the Portal App, search Sentral For Parents in your App store, don’t worry if you do not have a 
smart phone/device, the portal is available in a desktop version as well. 
Please return this note to the school office. Once we have received this, we will send out an email with an 
access key and further instructions. 
 
Need Help? 
 
We know change can be hard, so we've arranged help. 
• Have a problem? Please email the school and we will get in contact with you 
• Please call or drop into the school at any time to discuss any issues you might have. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Rachel Leary 
Principal 
  

IONA PUBLIC SCHOOL 
860 Paterson Rd       PH:   4930 1415 
Woodville  NSW 2321     Fax:  4930 1807           
Principal – Mrs Rachel Leary    email:  iona-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

  


